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Obituary 


De. Antonia Pantoja, who ceceived the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
ben ete Cinsa ia 1835 for Ber fiom in Parie acainn 
and economic opportunities fot Puerto Ricans, was born in San juan, 

P.R., in 1921. She attended the University of Puerto Rico, whece she 
eacned a teaching cectificate in 1942. She taught in a cural school for 
two years. As a member of the first wave of impoverished emigrants 

fom the island, she moved to New York City. happened 
Huntec College, with a bachelor's in y in 1952. She 


of Social Work in 1954. Upon graduation, Dc. Pantoja focused her 
attention on the geinding poverty of Puerto Ricans in New York. 


To begin addcessing these problems, Qt. Pantoja founded the Puerto 
Rican Forum in 1957 to serve as an incubator for organizations and 


Organization is now known asthe National Pui Rican Forum. tn 1961, 
De. Pantoja established Aspi 
cc custeaeet aad leadership 
development. 


She attended the New York constitutional convention in Albany in 1967, 
where she pressed for the state to assume constitutional cesponsibility 


fot free higher ed aail lion aii: 4 
for the disadvantaged. 

1a anro ama soars nara partie siagretoarg 
and h Q.C., b its ch 


in 1973, oe ee ences 
School in Ohio. She joined the faculty of San Diego State University's 
School of Social Work in 1978, and latet founded the Graduate School 
for Community Nevelopment. 


E R De. Pantoja devoted much of her time to work in Puesto 

ptoducit, an that provides economic 
eee eee 
which works to develop housing, and lastly she organized a community 
teust, Prodeco. 


She is survived by het pattnet. Qt. Wilhelmina Percy; het bother, 
Esteban Lopez; het sister, Haydee Lopez and nieces and nephews. 


. 


Ordet of Service 
Organ Selection De. Timothy Smith, Dicectot of Music and Organist 
Call to Worship Rev. Fanny Erickson 
Welcoming Words Ms. Lillian Jiménez, Latino Educational Media Centet 
"In Het Own Words” A shott video presentation prepared by the Latino 


Educational Media Center for presentation at the 


teading of Memoics of a Visionacy:Dc. Antonia Pantoja 


Musical Selection Ms Makea McDonald 


Reflections. Mc. Luis R. Gonzalez Atgueso, johnson and johnson 


Poems by De. A. Pantoja Is. Deborah Maher 


Sctiptuces Rev. Fanny Erickson 
Musical Selection Mc. juan jose Ibacca 
Remembrances Selected Remacks 


Prayec and Benediction Rev, Fanny Erickson 


Reception will follow the secvice 


MEMOIR OF A VISIONARY: 


any poopie hart ee 1 liked 
because l 


3 deced my ideas and 

accept answers to the cesolution of problems. 

Now, | that l am a visionacy, if being a visionary 
means that | have tried to transform . 


Qe. Antonia Pantoja 


